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CHINESE EXCLUSION
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1790 NATURALIZATION ACT

Excluded non-white people from eligibility 
to naturalize. Naturalization requirements 
included two years of residence in the 
country and “good moral character,” and 
an applicant must be a “free white person.”

1870 Naturalization Act
Amends naturalization requirements to extend 
eligibility to individuals of African nativity or descent.



Erika Lee, “The Chinese Exclusion Example: Race, 
Immigration, and American Gatekeeping, 1882-1924”*

“It is my argument, however, that Chinese 
exclusion also introduced a “gatekeeping” 
ideology, politics, law, and culture that 
transformed the ways in which Americans 
viewed and thought about race, immigration, 
and the United States’ identity as a nation of 
immigration. 



It legalized and reinforced the need to restrict, 
exclude, and deport “undesirable” and 
excludable immigrants. It established Chinese 
immigrants—categorized by their race, class, 
and gender relations as the ultimate category of 
undesirable immigrants--as the models by which 
to measure the desirability (and “whiteness”) of 
other immigrant groups. (p. 37).



Lastly, the Chinese exclusion laws not only 
provided an example of how to contain other 
threatening, excludable, and undesirable 
foreigners, it also set in motion the government 
procedures and the bureaucratic machinery 
required to regulate and control both foreigners 
arriving to and foreigners and citizens residing 
in the United States” (Lee 2002, p. 37)



PAGE LAW OR ASIAN EXCLUSION ACT OF 1875
Prohibited the immigration of criminals and made bringing to the 
U.S. or contracting forced Asian laborers a felony. It is the 
nation’s first restrictive immigration statute.

CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT 1882
Banned Chinese laborers from immigrating for the next 10 years 
and authorized deportation of unauthorized Chinese immigrants. 
Any Chinese immigrant who resided in the U.S. as of Nov. 17, 
1880, could remain but was barred from naturalizing. The 1892 
Geary Act extended this law for an additional 10 years and 
required that Chinese nationals obtain identification papers. 



TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD
COMPLETED ON MAY 10, 1869
IN PROMONTORY POINT, UTAH



HARPER’S WEEKLY 
JUNE 1869

“Railroad Complete”



ELECTION POSTER FOR WORKINGMEN’S PARTY



Thomas Nast. Harper’s Weekly 16 July 1870



IN THE WASP, 1882



ORIENTAL INVASION, YELLOW PERIL, HORDES, RAT-EATERS, HEATHEN, 
EVIL, DEVIANTS, OPIUM SMOKERS, YELLOW TERROR, CHINEE, 
CHINAMEN



J. KEPPLER IN THE WASP 







“A nation has a right to do everything that 
can secure it from threatening danger 
and to keep at a distance whatever is 
capable of causing its ruin,” he 
continued. We have a right to say to the 
half civilized subject from Asia, “You shall 
not come at all.” 

H. N. Clement, San Francisco Lawyer 
who testified at California State Senate 
Committee in 1876(Lee, p. 39)



THE GEARY ACT 1892

• Extended Chinese Exclusion for 10 years 

• Mandated "certificates of residence" and "certificates of 
identity" as proof that they entered the U.S. legally 

• Burden of proof on the Chinese themselves 
• Required two white witnesses to testify to a Chinese person's 

immigration status.

• If any Chinese laborer within the United States without this 
certificate of residence was "deemed and adjudged to be 
unlawfully in the United States", they could be arrested and 
forced to do hard labor, and be deported after a year.[4] This 
was the first time ever illegal immigration to the U.S. was 
made punishable by such a harsh degree.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geary_Act


EFFECTS OF CHINESE EXCLUSION

• Gatekeeping as metaphor
• Framework to racialize other undesirable aliens
• Nativist Ideology
• Modern administrative apparatus and 

bureaucracy to enforce immigration laws


